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business & labour

A large zinc-lead deposit 
primarily located in the 
Yukon has the potential to 
create jobs for NWT workers, 
particularly those living in the 
Sahtu region, according to the 
company currently developing 
the project.

Vancouver-based Selwyn 
Resources Ltd. has been 
exploring what it's calling the 
Selwyn Project straddling the 
Yukon/NWT border and is 
an hour-and-a-half flight away 
from Norman Wells – since 
2005. Ten per cent of the pro-
ject falls on NWT land.

The company believes 
the deposit, covering 38 km 
and with resources currently 
numbering 385 
million tonnes, 
has the poten-
tial to become 
the largest zinc-
lead mine in 
the world with 
a mine life 
as long as 50 
years.

"This is a 
big one – as big as they get," 
said Harlan Meade, president 
of Selwyn. "Out of that 38 km, 
we've probably drilled less 
than a quarter of the known 
extended mineralization. 
That fraction of the deposit 
has already basically tied us 
with Teck Cominco's Red Dog 
lead-zinc mine in northwest 
Alaska as the biggest lead-
zinc deposit in the world. So 
is it going to be the biggest? 
Yes. By how much? Nobody 
knows."

What's clear is the mine, 
though only partially locat-

ed in the NWT, presents a 
significant future economic 
opportunity for NWT workers 
and companies, said Meade, 
adding the mine will require 

400 to 500 workers 
when commercial 
production begins, 
hopefully in 2013.

"There may 
be a border there, 
but it will become 
irrelevant as we 
try to seek skilled 
labourers, because 
otherwise we're 

forced to get people from B.C. 
or Alberta, and we'd rather get 
them locally," said Meade.

Meade said Selwyn is in 
talks with Sahtu First Nation 
bands about securing a co-
operation agreement for the 
mine, though the talks are 
being stalled by the possi-
bility that a service road to 
the mine, falling partly on 
Sahtu land, may come under 
the parameters of the Nahanni 
National Park extension.

"We're working slowly 
toward getting a co-operation 
agreement, which they seem 

willing to do," said Meade.
Meanwhile, like many 

other junior exploration com-
panies, Selwyn is scaling back 
on exploration activities for 
the project next year as they 
wait out the current economic 
slowdown.

The company has spent 
around $60 million dollars – 
most of it toward drilling – on 
the project so far. Last sum-

mer it spent between $3 and 
$4 million; next summer that 
number will shrink to less 
than $1 million.

"Unless we do a major 
transaction with a strategic 
partner, I would think there 
will be very little site activ-
ity next summer," he said, 
adding what little activity 
that may occur will prob-
ably be limited to on-site  

care and maintenance.
"We'll conserve our cash 

and work on what we refer to 
as the strategic issues: getting 
First Nations agreements in 
place, advancing the engin-
eering studies, infrastructure 
and power development, and 
securing government sup-
port," he said.

Mike Vaydik, executive 
director of the NWT & Nuna-

vut Chamber of Mines, said 
he's been following the Sel-
wyn project with great interest 
for a while now.

"It's a very huge zinc deposit 
– one of the biggest in the world.  
It has economic potential for 
probably several generations," 
said Vaydik. "It's one of those 
large projects that can stand 
the cost of infrastructure 
development."
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Vancouver-based Selwyn Resources Ltd. is developing what it's calling the world's next largest lead-zinc 
mine in an area straddling the Yukon/NWT border. Pictured here is a drill on the site, which the company 
believes can host a mine with a potential mine life stretching to 50 years.
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Harlan Meade: working 
towards a co-operation 
agreement.

"It's a very 
huge zinc 
deposit."


